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THEE PROSPECT OF AN UNFRECEDENTED FAMINE IN CHINA

On the evidence of dava systematically gathered by more than a mcors
of competent investigators, the aconracy cf whose facts is unquestionable,
Cuina faces an unprecelentsd severs and extensive faming. Tais is painly
attridutablo to tho exhawation of tho war Yyoars, and the interrvytion of
norwel agriculturel production direstly and indirestly, by the owrrent oivil
war. It will appear 2irst and most acutely in the central plains part of
the comatry wherein most of the great cemters of ropulation are found. Even
the movinoes whick ususlly export grains to deficiensy areas, suck as Hunan,
will kave barely enough to feed themselves.

I the uninterruptet supply of 30,000 to 35.000 tens of food required
xonthly By the Pei-p'ing and T-ien-ching area, ordinarily obtained from the
Bouth and from adroed, is not mainteined, & food crisis will begin in that
area in May.
¢ Ghanghal with iis population of mc»e than % m!llion kac to bave over
50,000 tons of.rice, flour, and othe- foods psr month. For ths past few
zouths i1t hes been relying on Lmeriocan ECA relief supplies, but these are
to stop in Jane, Zven though & smmll portion may de Frrchased from abroad,
there still exists an alarmingly great d«ficiency. :

uommtothuwtuthomtmm, ‘the saven provirces of
Kiangsu, Thekiang, Fukien, Avangtung, Anhuei, Honan and Fruantung have in the
aggregste a worthly sheartage of - 200,000 “tons of food greins. Such a defi-
clency, sggravated as it is by comtinuing ailitary strife, may leal to large-
#cale £o71 riots, and cause the starvation of as many as 8 million people.
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